
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

           Feeling Sheepish? 

And what happens next?  

 
 

    Discipleship Update 
                          November 2019 

Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

 

                  

Leaving the 99… 

My husband I were recently blessed to make a 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Most of the holy 

sites were covered by large churches. The 

countryside was the most authentic to what it 

would have looked like in Jesus’ time. I saw a 

few flocks of sheep and goats and wondered, 

“What on earth do they eat and where do they 

find water?” I was surprised by the rockiness, 

dryness and lack of vegetation on many of the 

hills. The shepherds must be able to lead their 

flocks to food and water, I concluded. It was 

easy to see how a lamb could be lost in the 

ravines amid the steep hills. How important 

the shepherds are to the well-being of the 

sheep.  

Jesus used the image of a shepherd to speak 

of his care for us. He knows the hunger and 

thirst we experience, if not literally, then  

spiritually. He knows how easy it is for us to 

lose our way amid the stresses and 

distractions in our days. We NEED a shepherd. 

You are invited to participate in The 99, a 

parish renewal that will begin in January of 

2020 and continue through Lent. Why is it 

called The 99?  See the right for more details. 

    Mary Higgins 

 

Are you one of the 99                                 
or one of the lost? (or both?) 

We may see ourselves as part of the flock, 

part of the 99, safely in the care of the Good 

Shepherd. Sometimes we might be 

concerned for family members who seem to 

be lost, or even feel lost ourselves. Perhaps 

we are being called to work alongside the 

shepherd to find one of the lost. The 99 is 

for all of us. 

The program has 3 components. The first is 

a Masterclass for those who want to learn 

principles and practical tools for effective 

evangelization in preparation for the next 

two elements of the program. It will be 

offered in 3 evening sessions in January. 

The 99 Experience Mission: A parish 

mission is a parish awakening. It’s a time for 

the whole parish to come together to reflect 

upon a deepening relationship with Jesus as 

we grow and share our faith. 

Our mission will open with preaching during  

Masses the weekend of Sunday, Feb. 2 and 

continue with three evening sessions Sunday 

through Tuesday, Feb. 2-4, from 6:30-8 each 

evening. 
 

The 99 Handbook: This will be our small 

group Lenten study this year. It will help us 

to see that a life of faith is not only helpful, 

but necessary, in our lives. It’s for those 

actively involved in their faith life and those 

who are hungry for more. 
 

For more information contact 

Mary (mary.higgins@npcatholic.org) or 

Laura (laura.schoenecker@npcatholic.org) and watch 

the bulletin and parish web page. 
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